ARLECDON AND FRIZINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 6.00pm
in St Joseph’s Community Hall, Frizington

Present:  Cllr L Jones-Bulman (Chair), Cllr W Felstead, Cllr K Hodgson; Cllr B Hoggarth; and Cllr L Cass 
Clerk:  Ms S Stuart 
Members of the public:  9
Meeting start 18:00
 
As the Chair Linda Jones-Bulman was held up at another meeting, Vice Chair Bill Felstead ran the meeting. 

034/25	Apologies for Absence.  None received.   

035/25	Exclusion of Press and Public.  No items. 

036/25	Declaration of Interest.  To be advised if appropriate on issues.

037/25	Approval of Minutes of meeting of 12th February 2025.  The minutes were approved and 
	signed. 

038/25	Public Participation. 
· Two members of the Spirit of Frizington attended the meeting, requesting a donation of £2,000 toward the costs of the Christmas lights.  An amount is put aside in the budget to cover this every year.  This was agreed by all members, payment to follow once banking has been sorted out.
· The members of the Spirit of Frizington spoke about the importance on keeping this tradition alive as it is important for the village.  There were a few problems with the electricity supply this year, and they will be looking for quotes from other electricians for the coming year.
· A member of the public asked about getting a Christmas tree this year in the Jubilee Garden.  Unfortunately, the existing shrubs make that improbable and taking them away would encourage antisocial behaviour.
· A resident of Wilson Terrace spoke about problems at the back of her house, including showing photographs to the councillors.  There is also a huge issue with dog fouling and rats, which are affecting the resident’s yard.  There is currently no drainage.  This was discussed further in report from Cumberland Councillor.
· A resident discussed traffic problems and the need for speed bumps.  This was also further discussed in report from Cumberland Councillor.
· A member of the public spoke about a huge traffic accident in Arlecdon a few weeks ago.  Highways confirmed that a plan of action has been made.  The request will be held on file for the period 2026/27.
· A member of the public asked whether the playpark in Arlecdon belongs to the Parish Council, however, this is the responsibility of Adams Hall.
· A member of the public spoke about the history of Frizington, querying where the sign for Yeathouse Terrace is.  Cllr Hoggarth is in possession of the sign, this was not a real street sign that someone had put up on a house; there is no Yeathouse Terrace. 

039/25	Reports from Cumberland Council and any others invited.  Cllr Jones-Bulman reported:
· There was a full council meeting today and devolution has now been passed.  Council Tax will be rising again, mostly due to adult social services and education.
· Right of way that was highlighted from Wilson Terrace, the system that is in place doesn’t come up as a right of way.  This is land that the parish council could take over.  Private land at Lindow Street was also in question.  It is still unclear who is responsible for many of the smaller areas.  Unfortunately we would need to see Land Registry Deeds to find out who the land belongs to.  The Clerk will look into this, No 120 up to the council chambers.
· Drop kerbs, these need to be raised on Highways through the website.  This has been noted and they are looking into it.
· Parkside is being looked into, Cllr Jones-Bulman thinks it may come up before 2026/27 as it is already on the Highways list.  Any accidents that happen from now may bring this up closer to the top of the list.  It was recommend that everyone reports this on the Cumberland website to raise awareness of it.
· The footpaths have been noted in Arlecdon.
· Where the trees were cut down on Rowrah Corner were also noted, these were unadopted trees but they have now been dealt with.
· There are a few bins to be reported, Cllr Jones-Bulman will report these.  

040/25	Clerk’s Report.  
· An email has been received regarding code of conduct; if any of the councillors personal details have changed, please remember to report this to the clerk who will issue new documentation to be filled in.
· There is a new sexual harassment policy that all Parish Councils need to adopt.  This can be agreed at the next meeting. 
· There has been a letter from the Pensioners of Frizington for their trip to Chester.  Cllr Cass declared an interest as she is a member of the group.  They are looking for a donation for the trip, however, there is no current amount being asked.  It was agreed that they would come back to us after the bingo and coffee morning to tell us how much they would need.
· The banking is still not finished, but it should be finished within the next few days and then the cheques can be written. 
· At one of the Clerk’s other parish councils there was a presentation from Cumberland Enforcement, who are having a big drive for dog fouling, fly tipping, abandoned animals, etc.  This can be seen on the Cumberland website and issues can be reported directly onto the Cumberland Council website.

041/25	Jubilee Field.   
· The Clerk read out a letter which had been received from Clinton Boyce from Cumberland Council about the area of land in the field that may have been sold in the past.  
· The Clerk has now received a file regarding historical information about the Jubilee Field; this will be read through to find any relevant information.  
· Cllr Hodgson looked through all historical documents in the changing rooms, he could find no mention of sale of part of the Jubilee Field; the documents went from 1946 to 2009.
· The current farm owners would have no problem with the sandstone posts going back up, but they are unwilling to pay for this.  This could be done by the Parish Council.
· The football field was leased to White Star previously, but it is now the property of the school.

042/25	Changing Rooms.  This still cannot move forward until the banking has been settled.  The 
insurance is up for renewal, it doesn’t see like they will take any money from the premium as they consider an empty building to be a greater risk.  The payments for the insurance have been moved to monthly payments instead of one lump sum.

043/25	Grass Cutting.   Cllr Hodgson’s contact has declined to quote for the grass cutting, as the area is 
too large for him to handle.  This was advertised on the Facebook page and website but there have been no enquiries so far; a decision will be made about the grass cutting contract at the April meeting. 

044/25	Emergency Plan.  This will be moved to a future meeting. 

045/25	Antisocial Behaviour.   Cllr Hodgson spoke about rising problems with antisocial behaviour in the 
village.  The Clerk has contacted the Police Commissioner, but has not heard back yet.  The PCSO will also attend a future meeting.   We will request he come to a meeting from May onwards.   Cllr Cass commented that some antisocial behaviour had been done by adults, as well as fly tipping.   The advice remains to report problems directly to the police, which can be done via the website.

046/25	Financial.  The Clerk gave an update on the ongoing problem with changing the bank account so 
	we will have access; this should be resolved shortly.  The following payments were approved: 

	Cheque
	Payee
	Details
	Amount (£)

	TBC
	Spirit of Frizington
	Christmas Lights
	2000.00

	TBC
	Eon (Paid by clerk)
	Changing Rooms
	15.67

	TBC
	Water Plus (Paid by clerk)
	Changing Rooms
	27.96

	TBC
	Hobans
	218 Bus (February)
	400.03

	TBC
	J Nicholson
	Playpark Duties (February)
	104.20

	TBC
	Linda Jones-Bulman
	Councillor Expenses
	£70.00



047/25	Planning Applications.  
· Ref 4/25/2067/0F1 – Proposed agricultural building Threapthwaite Farm, Bowthorn Road, Cleator Moor.  No objections noted. 

048/25	Councillor’s Questions/Remarks.  
· Cllr Cass spoke about potholes being filled in on Coronation Drive, as the road is very bad.  These have been marked up by Cumberland Council but not fixed.  It is thought that these are on the list to get done and just waiting for them to be filled in.
· Cllr Hodgson spoke about the rubber matting in the playpark at the top of Frizington, this is shrinking and peeling.  Cllr Jones-Bulman looking into this, this is a Cumberland playpark.  It was agreed to close this until it has been inspected.  Cllr Hodgson to speak to Mr Nicholson, who opens and closes the playpark.

049/25	Councillor Matters.  None. 

050/25	Date of Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday the 7th April 2025.

Meeting Ends 19:17


Chair ………………………………………..………………………………………….	Date ………………………………………………….
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